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had a majority of only one, and Mr.  Gladstone isss.
was not in any case inclined to give way, the Bill
passed as it left the Commons,

The chief measure of the year was the Corrupt corrupt
Practices Act, which did something to codify the Icattices
law of elections and to curtail expense. It was a
thoroughly sound and well-drawn Bill, drafted
and conducted with remarkable dexterity by the
Attorney - General,, Sir Henry James. At the
General Election of 1880 bribery had been un-
pleasantly frequent on both sides, and several
boroughs had been disfranchised, But prevention
is better than cure, and the main principle upon
which Sir Henry James relied was a fixed limit of
expenditure, proportionate to the number of votes
in the constituency. Proved excess would vacate
the seat. There were other stringent provisions
against indirect bribery, but this was the essence
of the scheme. In two respects it might, and in
one it certainly should, have gone further. The
Attorney-General's chief mistake was allowing
conveyance of voters to the poll in private carriages,
as distinguished from cabs and flies, thus giving
the richer candidate or party a clear advantage.
It would no doubt have been more difficult to
provide for the payment of necessary expenses
from public funds, and Mr. Gladstone conciliated
the Opposition by resisting an amendment to that
effect But poor men are kept out of Parliament
by inability to satisfy the claims of the Returning
Officer, and it is significant that the amendment
should have been moved by one of the only three
workmen who then sat in the House of Commons.1
The most stormy debate in Committee, however,
turned upon the definition of " undue influence"
by spiritual persons, that is to say, by Irish priests.
It was notorious that in Ireland the priests preached

1 Henry Broadhurst, Member for Stoke.